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laborers. The famous tea of Ceylon is shipped from the one important
port, Colombo, where a great many ships call on their way between
Europe and the Far East or Australia.
southeastern asia
The Rice Plains
In a certain way southeastern Asia, including Burma, Thailand (Siam),
French Indo-China, and the Malay Peninsula, repeats the main features
of India. It has high mountains to the north, then some level, densely
populated alluvial plains, and finally a high peninsula. The northern
mountains, however, trend north and south instead of east and west, the
alluvial plain is broken into many parts, and the peninsula is relatively
small. Although most Americans know little about this region, its area
is as great as that of the twenty of our states lying east of the Mississippi,
omitting New York and New Jersey. Although most of the area is
mountainous, its population (well toward 60,000,000) is about the same
as that of these same twenty states. This means that the plains, which
constitute only a small part of the area, are densely populated. The reason
for the density is that southeastern Asia rivals Bengal, Java, southern
China, and Japan as the world's greatest rice-raising region. Nowhere
is more rice raised in proportion to the population than in Thailand.
That little country raises about 700 pounds for every one of its men,
women, and children. Except for the rubber of Malaya, however, neither
Thailand nor any of the other countries of southeastern Asia raises much
beside rice. Therefore, although the people are quite well fed, they have
little to sell to other nations, and can buy little in return.
A Bunch of Rivers
One of the main characteristics of southeastern Asia is that it comprises
a remarkable group of almost parallel rivers which rise among the
world's loftiest mountains, run southward through tremendous gorges,
and end in the broad, fertile alluvial plains and deltas where the rice is
raised. On a relief map note the great rivers which traverse the 250-mile
stretch between the eastward bend of the Brahmaputra River and the
nearest point of the great Yangtze of China. In this space, or just south
of it, we find the main stream, or at least the headwaters of (1) the
Brahmaputra itself, (2) at least eight great rivers beginning with the
Brahmaputra on the west and ending with the Yangtze on the east.
.They are like a bunch of strings of various lengths, all gathered together
at one point, but spread out widely below that point, while the longer
ones spread out less widely above.

